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Can Information Improve Local
Accountability?

Workshops im Peru inform citizens about how they

can keep government accountable for the revenues
they receive from the mining industry.
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https://poverty-action.org/sites/default/files/Policy%20Brief%20English.pdf
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¢ Puede la informacién mejorar la
rendicion de cuentas de los
gobiernos locales?

Talleres Bevados a cabo en Perl informan a ciudadanos sobre
como hacer rendir cuentas a sus goblernos sobra los ingresos
gua reciban de & indusiria minara.
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IPA Peru Co-Hosts Event on Conflict
Resolution Evidence

On February 21, 2017, IPA Peru, alongside New York University and Universidad del Pacifico,
co-hosted a policy event to disseminate innovative evidence on conflict resolution in
extractive industries. Attendees included the Peruvian Ministry of Economy and Finance,
Ministry of Development and Social Inclusion, the World Bank, the International Finance
Corporation, major national NGOs such as ProDialogo, SEP, SPDA, Socios Peru and several
national and multinational mining firms.

The event consisted of two panels in which researchers Renard Sexton (New York University)
and Matthew Bird (Universidad del Pacifico) presented their findings, followed by
commentary from representatives of the public and private sector.


https://poverty-action.org/sites/default/files/Policy%20Brief%20Spanish.pdf
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In the first panel, Renard Sexton presented his research paper “Accountability and
Transparency in the Extractive Industries of Peru." Using a randomized field experiment in
mining areas of Peru, the research showed that an information workshop for community
leaders greatly increases knowledge about democratic processes, increases support for
democratic sanctioning of poor-performing mayors, and reduces support for protest as a
means of expressing dissatisfaction. At the same time, the treatment only improves local
government performance in places that were relatively high performing pre-treatment, whilst
in fact reducing performance in pre-treatment areas that were already low-performing. Taken
together, the evidence suggests that transparency interventions can have perverse welfare
effects where the political incentives for performing mayors push them further into a “bad
equilibrium” even as citizens are better informed about government performance and
democratic processes. This was followed by commentary from a representative of the
Ministry of Economy and Finance and a brief Q&A with the audience.

In the second panel, Matthew Bird presented a case study on an innovative approach to
processes in conflict resolution research through an evaluation partnership with a Peruvian
mining firm. This study signifies one of the first successful private sector-academia
collaborations and is currently in progress. The presentation was followed by commentary
from a representative of the partner mining firm and a brief Q&A with the audience.

The final section of the event consisted of a roundtable with both panelists, IPA Country
Director Juan Manuel Hernandez-Agramonte, and two representatives from the central
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government (Oficina Nacional de Didlogo y Sostenibilidad) and the private sector (Sociedad
Nacional de Mineria, Petrdleo y Energia). The discussion opened with the results of the pre-
event survey presented by Juan Manuel Hernandez-Agramonte. The survey was designed to
map the level of use and evidence gaps at the sectoral level and gather opinions regarding
the direction and areas to locate future efforts in evidence production. Thus, prompting an
interactive discussion with the audience and above mentioned speakers.
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