
Governance Program Area Brief

Governments are tasked with delivering basic services such as education, security, and
infrastructure, but access to and quality of these services is often undermined by poor
oversight, corruption, and lack of community participation.

While countless programs aim to address these issues, their effectiveness is often not clear.
IPA’s governance research investigates ways to increase the performance of the government
institutions that serve as the foundation for development. Our research teams have shed
light on pressing questions including how to reduce vote-selling, how to increase the demand
for government accountability, how technology can be used to reduce corruption, and how
information can improve voting behavior, but many unanswered questions remain. 
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